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Legend Of Voracious 
Bear Based On Fact 

By Emile J. Hodel 

Some tille ago we received a \-ery nice 

/

letter [rom a 74-year-old resident of Buck­
eye, up in Pocahontas County between , 
Millpoint and :\'Iarlinton if memory does 
not fail us. He is F. W. Ruckman. 

I This septuagenarian wrate, "Your pap­
er seems to be gaining much fav()r in my 
COUnty. I'\'€ heard it said that to learn 

I what is going on in Pocahontas we should 
I read the Beckley Post-Herald. 

"I am intrigued by the his!orical ar­
ticles by Shirley Donnelly. 

"'J ust recenUy I found written proD! at 
a legend I have heard all my life and am 
sending it along. If you lind it of inlere.:.t, 
you are welcome to Use it. H 

-0--

The truth is that we do find the account 
of more than passing interest. Smce it is 
somewhat long for a day's column, we are 
taJ\ing the liberty of splitting it into two 
sectiorts and using it herein. 

We ha\'e been saving it for Use at this 
time - we are on vacation tills week _ 
and will write Reader F. W, Ruckman as 
soon as possible on our return to the 0[. 

flce and normal duties. We want to get 
from him additional information on an­
other subject about which he has writteu. 
It seems that he has had a great personal 
expel"ience dWing his life which may als;) 
merit telling in the columns of the Post. 
Her.ld. 

--<>--

But now to the story of a Pocahontas 
CQunty legend - a legend of beal' country 
wtm.'iJ ho ... be(.'n sJ10wn to have some basis 
111 ,Id, Il'llnugh the written I'ecord is only 
"IJdr I1Wllllotl 0( n w'nglr event, the de. 
t I uflpla d Ul' j ' U](.',l' wllich han' bl~1l I. J d clown hy word or mouth nmolti.! 
J JIll ,wuJlI,' 

If!l P. IV. Nil ·klllall 
I I 10' 

The !at.'1~' s tranl.c calls were 
by tile Cocl1ran,. an lrls.'t .:10:""1 
iwnily. ';\hQ had sel. ed at e 
t.~ mountam a rt ~e be!1 e 
.sui~ alld ~a.cn re\:ea d some 
o! c!ot.'u.ng and sl; t lr "e.$ or th. 
0;'1 L:ttle )'l()unta;.n aooUf,. t',\ 
rant. 

The );..1 :ors m~:.st \a e et t 

soon after\\' I'd::> ·ln~e I find no 
mention o( e U&mt! 
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ting (01' 3 lcg~nd deaU", wi,g. 
bL'31'. The (ull legend is ~~~~ 
ed in Ult' Top 0' Tht" 
ooluflUl on Ihis p..1g~, Th~ • .,n;" 
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The name of tbe lan,Jy, U y 
bered, was 1'\ sylor The YOUJJ P'IOileer 
had bUilt a little cabm on a rQUing be:1e:h 
in a low gap b the mountain. He bad 
cleared a field and was plo-Ning it in the 
spring with a homemade bull·tongue pl0'N 

Mrs. Naylor Was "feelin' poorly" so 
the father, wishing to be helpful, took the 
child along to the field. The day was 
warm and sunny, The child was left in a 
comfortable s90t where the father could: 
see it as he passed by While at work. 

All was peaceful until the horrified 
(-ather saw a large bear carrying the 

,}o~~cream.in~ ..£hi1d into the fores-.!.:-If •. 
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The [ather's frantic calls were heard 
by the Cochrans, an Irish immigrant 
f.mily, who had settled at the foot of 
the mountain a short time before. Pur­
suit and search revealed some fragments 
of clothmg and slight traces of the child 
on Little Mountain, about two miles dis-

I tant.' • 

I The Naylors must have left Ule country 
soon afterwards since I find no other 
mention of the nam.=ec.' _ _ 
- --- - , -~\.olU:EY, 

P<·uplt· Hushed Prom Here After ne'8 
" ,I , • I." IHI' Codl- v.J d b~ }o" W. Ruckman at 
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J 'ople Rushed From Here After Bear, 
, "r t c Cach- vided by F. W. Ruckman of hOLL$l 

" J ./1 P(icahontas Buckeye. Ruckman reports the 

• t'Q~1Plltat , lh,. S(·t.;. iarm and hO Ll se were puychased 
lid d ' itli with II by David L. Ruckman in 1&32, 



pie Rushed From Here Bear, Stolen Child 
p:c!ure (the Coch- vided by F. W. Ruckman .of ho~) should have been pre-

~=;;...,~ - "a!ed in Pocahontas Buckeye. Ruckman reports the serl(ed as a monument to the 
Co;;:::~ :!hoD as is the set- f d h h ed pioneers, who with faith, powder, 

• arm an . ouse were Plr)'c as an axe, and intestinal fortitude, 
a • gend dealing with a by David L. Ruckman in 1832, carved out of the wilderness fer-

•. ~ ( '\ legend is recount- and have been in possession of tile farms; .buill comforiable 
- .:: !..e Tail 0 ' The Morning the Ruckman cian ever since. He homes ; left us a rich heritage 

.""-"! aD . page. The narra- comments on the r emoval of the whioh we should nourish and 
z;:,"'--=~~ICture ... ere pro- o'ld house as follows: " It (the perP'!tuate." -- - \" 
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